[Current conceptions about astrocyte reactivity in schizophrenia].
Literature data of the last two decades are summarized. Based on the classic conceptions about structure and functions of astrocytes, the authors review further development of research concerning the role of astroglia in schizophrenia in the following aspects: astrocyte reactivity, ultrastructural astrocyte pathology, markers of gliosis and astrocyte activation in schizophrenia, effect of neuroleptics on astrocytes. In conclusion, the authors emphasize that current studies confirm the absence of astrogliosis in the brain of schizophrenic patients. At the same time, there is evidence of the active involvement of these cells in the pathological process. It is suggested that the astrocyte activation is associated with immune changes in schizophrenia.